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The difference lies in the mode of cultivation, arable farming
being predominant in the East and grazing in the "West, The
official enumeration of cattle In December, 1904, showed that
there were in the Eastern Provinces of East Prussia, West
Prussia, and Posen 41*4, 88*13 and 41'9 cattle respectively per
square kilometre of agricultural surface, while the ratios for the
three Western Provinces of Bhineland, Westphalia, and Hesse-
Nassau were 71*2, 54*5, and 67. The number of pigs per
square kilometre was 36*7 in East Prussia, 43*9 in West Prussia,
and 43'6 In Posen, and In the three Western Provinces named
87*6, 83*4, and 69'9 respectively.
But, further, the East is the home of the groat Independent
manors, which have left an Indelible mark on local government,
and have checked to a serious degree the civic and political
development of that part of the Prussian monarchy. In the
Province of East Prussia there are 2,299 manorial districts, in
the Province of West Prussia 1,256, In the Province of Posen
1,881, In the Province of Silesia 3,781, and in the Province of
Pomerania 2,419; while in the West there are only 329 In the
Province of Hanover, 279 in that of Hesse-Nassau, 24 In that
of Westphalia, and none in the [Rhine Province,
The effect of the manorial system has been to encourage
an almost feudal relationship even down to the present day,
in spite of the reforming influence of the Stein-Hardcnberg
legislation at the beginning of the nineteenth century. Stein
himself placed on record his sense of the almost hopeless
backwardness and stagnation which had come over the agri-
cultural districts of North-east Germany under the domina-
tion of the great autocratic landowners. Writing on April 22,
1802, of a visit to Mecklenburg, he says: " The appearance of
the country displeased me as much as the cloudy northern
climate; great fields, of which a considerable part lies In
pasture and fallow, extremely few people, the whole labouring
class under the pressure of serfdom, the fields attached to single
farms, seldom well built; in one word, a uniformity, a deadly
stillness, a want of life and activity diffused over the whole,
which oppressed and soured me greatly. The abode of the
Mecklenburg nobleman, who keeps down his peasants Instead
of improving their condition, strikes me as the lair of a wild
beast, who desolates everything around him and surrounds him-